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Abstract
Reforms to Australia's skilled migration policy since 1999 have led to a marked
increase in the proportion of the skilled migration intake coming from former
international students, in particular from students graduating from accounting
programmes. Birrell (2009) indicated that many of these former students who
obtained permanent residence visas by this route in 2005~06 had not achieved a
proficiency level in English required for employment as professionals. This paper
describes how the transformations in the migration context and the accompanying
transformations in the aims and desires of international students have led to
transformations in the role of tertiary learning advisors in one context in Australia.
Introduction
Since 1999, there have been a series of changes to Australia's skilled migration policy
that have encouraged international students who have completed higher education
courses in occupational areas in which there is a skills shortage in Australia to apply
for permanent residence. This transformation in Australia's migration policy has
resulted in two other sorts of transformation: a transformation in the aims and desires
of some international students and a transformation in the role of tertiary learning
advisors whose role it is to assist these students achieve their goals. This paper outlines
these migration policy changes, some of the outcomes of the changes and how one
faculty in one Australian university is responding.
Transformations in the migration context
From the mid-1990s Australia's immigration programme shifted in emphasis from
family reunion and humanitarian streams to a focus on skilled migration and. since
1999, international students have been favoured over other applicants in the point
system used to evaluate skilled migration applications. In 2001 a new visa category
was introduced specifically for applicants with Australian tertiary qualifications, which
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